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ORDINANCE NO. 76-5 
t 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 74-34, REGULATING 
AND LICENSING THE KEEPING OF DOGS. PROVIDING FOR THE 
TAKING UP AND IMPOUNDMENT OF DOGS AND OTHER ANIMNALS. 
QUARANTINING AND DESTRUCTION OF DOGS IN CERTAIN CASES 
AND MAKING VIOLATIONS A MISDEMEANOR PUNISHABLEBYFINE 
NOT EXCEEDING $250.00 AND ESTABLISHING ANIMNAL CON- 
TROL AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE 

1 WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority of 9125.66(3), Florida Statutes 

the Board of Commission of Nassau County, Florida, by the vote required 

in said section did enact this ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, because immediate steps were necessary to implement the 

amended ordinance because of a rabies outbreak which outbreak has caused 

this to be an emergency situation, and 

WHEREAS, the amendments were deemed necessary by the said Board of 

Commissioners to strengthen the original ordinance and the same were 

necessary for the health and welfare of the citizens of Nassau County, 

Florida, 

-, NOW THEREFORE, the Ordinance has been amended to require license 

applications to be submitted to the Animal Control Authority rather 

than to the County Tax Collector; allowing the yearly license fee to 

be established by the Board of Comissioners by resolution rather 

than establishing a set fee; changing the yearly license beginning 

date to July 1 of each year from April 15th of each year; deleting 

requirement that owners name, address and phone number appear on 

license tag; changing period of impoundment from 15 days to a period 
- .- - - -. 

of not less than 7 days; deleting- reference. to 'other animals as it 
- 

relates to license fee; and eliminating exceptions to license require- 

men't for hunting and sport dogs. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Nassau 

County: 

Section 1. DEFINITIONS: 

As used in this ordinance the following terms mean: 
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.\ . . ANIMAL CONTROL AUTHORITY: The p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  o rd inance  

..shall be .enforced by t h e  Animal .  C o n t r o l  Author i ty .  The Animal C o n t r o l  
. . . . 

Authori ty s h a l l  c0ns is . t  of a t  l e a s t . ,  seven members. . . appointed by t h e  
- 

. . .  . . 

county. Twg c o u n t y  ~ o m m i s s i o n e i s ,  t h e  s h e r i f f ,  t h e  Heal th  .Officer  of 
. . . . 

t h e  Count$, and t h r e e  c i t i z e n s  a t  l a r g e .  
. . 

ANIMAL WARDEN: T h e  per son  o r  persons  employed by rhe  County 
.. 

o r  A n i m a l  contrdl  .Au thor i ty  a s  . ' i ts  enforcement o f f i c e r ( s )  - ..: .. . 

. . . . 

EXPOSED TO RABIES:  A dog . . h a s .  been exposed t o  rabies 
. a .  . .. . . 

. . 

;he meaning of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  Lf i t  h a s -  b e e n ' b i t t e n  by, o r  .been 
. . .  . . . - 

.expose.d to ,  any animal k n q n  t o  have  been i n f e c t e d w i t h  r a b i e s .  
. - 

. Sect  ion 2. ENFORCEMENT : 

The p rov i s ions  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  be enforced by t h e  Warden 
. . 

o r  Animal Control  Au thor i ty  of t h e  C o u n t y o f  Nassau.upon complaints  by 
c i t i z e n s .  ' 

Sect ion 3.  LICENSING . 
.. 

.. . . . . . .  : - .  . . . . .. 
(a) No person  s h a l l  own, keep or  .harbor  a n y  dbg .. . . . .. 

. . . . 

. . .. . 
. w i t h i n  the  County u n l e s s  such  .dog. i s  . l i c e n s e d  . a s  . h e r e i n  provided.  

. . .  .. . . - 
Writ ten app l i ca t ion  f o r  such l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be made t o  t h e ~ n i & l " ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l  

. .  . . 

Authori ty o r  such a g e n t s  o f  t h e  ~nimai Cont ro l  Author i ty  a s ' s h a l l  b e  - 
- 

designated by the  Anidal c o n t r o l  .Authoritr&n? s h a l l  s t a t e  t h e  name .and 
- - . _ .  ' -. 

address  of t h e  'owner and t h e  name, i r e e d ,  . . c o l o r ,  age and s e x - o f  t h e  dog, 
.: .. . - . - 

a e  wel l  es prodf of  inAocllarion &ins; ;ebieh if the animal - 
' .  . 

i s  o l d  enough t o  r e c e i v e  s a i d  s h o t s .  The 1 i c e n s e . f e e  s h a l l  be p a i d  a t  . - . . .  

th-e t ime of  making a . p p l i c a t i o n ,  a n u m b e r e d  receipt given t o  t h e  a p p l i -  
. . ' - - .  . . 

. ~ 

. . 
- .  . - 

cant , '  and a numbered m e t a l l i c  t a g  s h a l l  b e  issu6d t o  t h e  owner.- 

(b) The y e a r l y  l i c e n s e  fee s h a l l  b e  gs tabl ished by the Board . . 
o f   omm missioners of Nassau County, Florida. by resoluti'on from time to time. 

. 

. - 
(c) Every person ,  group of p  sons ,  -o r  corpora t ion ,  engaged in 

t h e  commercial b u s i n e s s  o f  buying ,  selling, breeding,  o r  board ing ,  and 
- . . - .  . .  . -- . . 

. . _ - - -  - - . - _  . .  -. . . . - - : .  .. .. . . - - - .  - a .  . . - ,- - - - . .  - _  . . . . .  - - .  - -  - - - 
w h o  ., owns, harbors ,  -;or-keeps; ,-five or m o r e  dogs :*. .;. ::.... - i n  a kennel , .  s h a l l  

.. . .- 
. - . .:. .-- . - - . . . .  . - . . . - - - - - - 5 -  - .  - .- . _ . . _ . .  -. - . . _  , - _ I  
. . . .  - .  - _ * : _ .  . - . - -  - . -.... - . . - r 

_ . -  . *. - -- : ': .- - * . . -.. - . - . . - , - - - -  - , - .  , , . f . .  :.-- . 5 ;- ..;- - .- ' -- . - - - - - ' - .  - _ -_ .  . - .  . . . . - .  . . . . . - _ . .  . - . - .. - . ;  . -. - . - - . .. - .. - .: - .: . . 
- .  _ .  . _  _ . ..--- . : .  ..-.C . . -  ' . . - -  - C - ._ ._ - ._: - . - .  d '  : . . -- 



.2ayf i n  dnriual l i c e n s e  f e e  of $50.00, provided,  however, t h a t  any per-  
I 

sons opera t ing  such kenne l  may e l e c t  t o  l i c e n s e  i nd iv idua l  dogs a s  - 
provided i n  subsec t ion  (b) of Sec t ion  3 of t h i s  ordinance.  

. . 

. . (d) A l l  dog " . ' l i c e n s e s  and- kenne l  l i c e n s e s  s h a l l  . be  i s sued  

f o r  one yea r  beginning w i t h  t h e  ~13t9'day of - ' J u l y  
.- Appl icat ions  f o r  

l i c e n s e s  may b e  made p r i o r . t o  and f o r  43 days a f t e r  t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  

l i c e n s i n g  year  wi thout  pena l ty ,  b u t  when a p p l i c a t i o n i s  made a f t e r  45 

days of t h e  l i c e n s i n g  y e a r  have e l apsed ,  t h e  app l i can t  s h a l l  b e  assessed 

a p e n a l t y  of 50 pe rcen t  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e  f e e  which amount - & h a l l  be  added 

and c o l l e c t e d  wi th  t h e  r e g u l a r  l i c e n s e  f e e .  Provided, if t h e  dog '- 

o r  kennel  d i d  n o t  become s u b j e c t  t o  l i c e n s i n g  &ti1 a f t e r  . t h e  s t a r t  

of - t h e  l i c e n s i n g  y e a r ,  then no p e n a l t y  s h a l l . b e  assessed.  

(e)  In  t h e  e v e n t ,  t h a t  a  m e t a l l i c  l i c e n s e  t a g  i s sued  f o r  a  dog 

s h a l l  be  l o s t ,  t h e  owner may o b t a i n  a d u p l i c a t e  tag  upon t h e  payment 

( f )  I f  t h e r e  i s  a  change i n  ownership of  a  dog o r  kennel  dur ing 

t h e  l i c e n s e  yea r ,  . the'  new o-mer may have t h e  c u r r e n t  l i c e n s e  t r a n s - .  
- .  

f e r r e d  t o  h i s  name upon t h e  payment of  a  t r a n s f e r  f ee .  of $l.OO.to cover 
the  c o s t  of t h e  dog t a g .  

(g) No p.erson s h a l l  u.se f o r  any dog a  . l i c ense  r e c e i p t ,  o r  l i c e n s e  

t a g  i s sued  f o r  ano the r  dog. 

Sec t ion  4 .  TAG and COLLAR: 

(a )  LTpon complying wi th  t h e  p rov i s ions  of  Sect ion 3 of  t h i s  

ordinance,  tfiere s h a l l  b e  i s sued  t o  t h e  owne; a  -numbered m e t a l l i c  t ag ,  

stamped wi th  t h e  number, ; and 
I 

t h e  y e a r  f o r  which i s sued .  The shape o r  design of  such t a g  s h a l l  be  

changed from yea r  t o  y e a r .  

(b)  Every owner i s  r equ i r ed  t o  s e e  - t h a t  t h e  t a g  is secure ly  

f a s t ened  t o  t h e  dog 's  cha in ,  c o l l a r ,  o r  h a r n e s s  which' must be  worn by 

t h e .  dog a t  a l l  t imes  u n l e s s  t h e  dog, accompanied by owner, i s  engaged 

i n  hunt ing  o r - o t h e r  s p o r t  where a c o l l a r  might  endanger t h e  dog's s a f e ty .  



Sec t ion  .5. RESTRAINT: 

The owner s h a l l  keep h i s  dog under r e s t r a i n t  a t  a l l  times 

and s h a l l  n o t  permi t  such dog t o  be a t  l a r g e ,  o f f  t he  premises o r  

proper ty  of t h e  owner, un less  under - t h e  c o n t r o l  of a  competent person. 

However a  hunt ing  dog s h a l l  n o t  be cons idered  t o  be a t  l a r g e  when he 

i s  found t o  be w i th in  an a r ea  des igna ted  a s  a  hunting a rea .  

Sec t ion  6 .  IMPOUNDMENT: 

(a)  Unlicensed dog o r  dogs wi thou t  t a g s  found running a t  l a r g e  

s h a l l  be taken up by t he  Animal Warden o r  agen t s  of  t h e  Animal Control 

Authori ty  and .impounded i n  t h e  s h e l t e r  designated ak the County Animal Shelter,, 

and t h e r e  confined i n  a humane manner f o r  a  pe r iod  of  n o t  l e s s  than 7 - 
days,  and may t h e r e a f t e r  be d isposed o f  i n  a  humane manner i f  no t  

claimed by t h e i r  owners. Dogs n o t  claimed by t h e i r  owners before t he  

exp i r a t i on  of 7 days s h a l l  become t h e  p roper ty  of  t he  Animal Control - 
Author i ty  and may be disposed of  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of  t h e  s a i d  au tho r i t y ,  

except a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  p r o v i d e d . i n  t h e  cases  o f  c e r t a i n  dogs. A l l  

l i c ensed  dogs wi th  t a g s  s h a l l  be r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  owners where poss ib le  

and a l l  owners s h a l l  be c a l l e d  by te lephone i f  t h e  phone number i s  on 

the  t a g  o r  contac ted  by mai l .  

(b) The Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty  may t r a n s f e r  

t i t l e  of a l l  animals he ld  by i t  a t  i t s  animal s h e l t e r  t o  theHumanea. 

Society a f t e r  t he  l e g a l  de t en t i on  pe r i od  has  expi red  and t he  animal 

has no t  been claimed by i t s  owner. 

(c )  When dogs a r e  found running a t  l a r g e  f o r  t h r e e  consecut ive 

times over  a  pe r i od  of  one year  and t h e i r  ownership i s  known t o  t he  

Animal Warden o r  agents  o f  t he  Animal Contro l  Author i ty ,  such dogs 

need n o t  be impounded, but  t he  agent  may, a t  h i s . d i s c r e t i o n ,  c i t e  the  

owners of  such dogs t o  appear i n  Court t o  answer t o  charges of v io la -  

t i o n  of t h i s  ordinance.  

- (d) Immediately upon impounding dogs, o r  o t h e r  animals ,  the  

Animal Warden o r  agen t s  o f  t h e  Animal Control  Author i ty  s h a l l  make every 



. -  - . . _.. . . 
,. a 

. ,  . .  
.poss ib le  e f f o r t  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  owners of such dogs, o r  o the r  animals 

. . 

so  impounded, and inform such owners of the . cond i t ions  whereby they 
. . 

may regain custody of such, animals. 

(e)  Animals o the r  than dogs s h a l l  be impounded 

when found running a t  l a r g e  withintfie ao-unty l i m i t s  and disposed of 

i n  accordance with law. 

Section 7.  REDEMPTION O F  IMPOUNDED ANIMALS. 

(a)  The owner s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  resume possession 

of any impounded dog, except a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  provided i n  the  cases 

of c e r t a i n  dogs, upon compliance with t h e  l i c e n s e  provisions i n  

Section 3 of t h i s  ordinance and the  payment of impoundment f ees  s e t  

f o r t h  here in .  

(b) Any o the r  animal impounded under the  provisions of 

t h i s  ordinance may be reclaimed by the  owner upon the  of 

impoundment f ees  s e t  f o r t h  here in .  

(c)  Any animal impounded under t h e  provisions of t h i s  , 

ordinance and not  reclaimed by i t s  owner wi th in  7 days, may be - 
humanely destroyed by t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control Authority, 

have i t s  t i t l e  t r ans fe r red  t o  t h e  Humane Society  a s  provided f o r  i n  

Section 6 (b ) ,  o r  placed i n  the  custody of some person deemed t o  be 

a responsible  and s u i t a b l e  owner, who w i l l  agree  t o  comply with the 
. . 

provisions of t h i s  ordinance and such o t h e r  regula t ions  a s  s h a l l  be 

f ixed by t h e  County of Nassau o r  Animal Control  Authority. Provided, 

i f  t he  animal i s  .one a s  t o  which the  r e s p e c t i v e  r i g h t s  of t h e  owner 

and t h e  person i n  possession o r  custody a r e  determined by s t a t e  law, 

such iaw s h a l l  be  complied with.  

(d) The owner of an animal impounded and-not  redeemed 
. . 

wi.thin t h e  required holding period,  s h a l l  be  -responsible f o r  l e g a l  . 

fees  incurred-whether o r '  n o t  claimed. - . 



Sect ion  8. IMPOUNDMENT FEES: 

Any animal impounded hereunder may b e  reclaimed a s  here in  

provided upon payment by t h e  owner t o  t h e  Animal Warden o r  ~ n i m a l  

Control  Author i ty  of t h e  sum of $5.00 f o r  each.dog, and t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

sum o f  $2.00 f o r  each day such dog i s  kept  a f t e r  t h e  expi ra t ion  of 

a  t h r e e  day per iod .  

A l l  f e e s  s e t  f o r t h  he re in  s h a l l  b e  c o l l e c t e d  by . t h e  Animal Warden f o r  

t h e  County of Nassau o r  Animal Control  Author i ty .  

Sec t ion  9. CONFINEMENT OF CERTAIN DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS: 

(a )  The owner s h a l l  con ta in  wi th in  a  bu i ld ing  o r  secure  

enc losure ,  every f i e r c e ,  dangerous, o r  v i c ious  dog, and no t  t ake  

such dog ou t  of such bu i ld ing ,  o r  secure  enclosure  unless  such dog 

i s  s e c u r e l y  muzzled. 

(b) Every female dog i n  hea t  s h a l l  be  kept  confined t o  . . 

t h e  owner 's  p roper ty  o r  i n  a  v e t e r i n a r y  h o s p i t a l  o r  boarding kennel,  

i n  such manner t h a t  such female dog cannot come i n  contact  wi th  another 

animal ,  except  f o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  breeding purposes. 

I ( c )  Any animal descr ibed i n  t h e  foregoing sub-sections 

I of Sec t ion  9  of  t h i s  ordinance, found a t  l a r g e ,  s h a l l  be impounded by 

t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty  and'may not  be  redeemed 

by owners, un le s s  such redemption be  au thor ized  by any Court having 

j u r i s d i c t i o n .  - 

(d) When i n  t h e  judgment of  a l i censed  ve t e r ina r i an  and 

t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty  o r  i t s  agents,  an animal 
. . 

should b e  des t royed f o r  humane reasons ,  such animal may n o t  be redeemed. 
. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . , . . . . . .  - . .  . . . . -;. - 
. _ _  . , -  - . . . . - . . . . . 

. . .  
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Section 10. RABIES CONTROL: 

(a )  Every animal which b i t e s  a  s h a l l  be promptly 

repor ted  t o  t h e  ~ n i m a l  Warden o r  Animal Control .  Authority,  and s h a l l  

thereupon be secure ly  quarantined a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of the  Animal 

Warden o r  Animal Control  Authority f o r  a  per iod of 15 days, and 

s h a l l  no t  be r e l eased  from such quarant ine except by wr i t t en  permis- 

s ion  of the  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control Authori ty .  A t  the  

d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control Authority,  such 

quarant ine may be on t h e  premises of t h e  owner, a t  t h e  s h e l t e r  

designated a s  t h e  County Animal S h e l t e r ,  o r  a t  t h e  owner's option 

and expense i n  a  v e t e r i n a r y  h o s p i t a l  of  h i s  choice.  I n  the  case 

of s t r a y  animals, o r  i n  the  cases of  an3mals whose ownership i s  not 

known, such quarant ine  s h a l l  be a t  t h e  s h e l t e r  designated as  the  

. , 

County Animal S h e l t e r .  

(b) Upon demand made by t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal 
, 

Control Authority,  the 'owner s h a l l  for thwith surrender  any animal '. 

which has b i t t e n  a  human, o r  which i s  suspected a s  having been 

exposed t o  r a b i e s ,  f o r  supervised quarant ine which expense s h a l l  be .. 

borne by the  owner, and may be reclaimed by t h e  .owner . i f  adjuged 

f r e e  of r ab ies ,  upon payment of f e e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  Sect ion 8 of t h i s  

ordinance, and upon compliance of l i cens ing  provis ions  s e t  f o r t h  i n  

Section 3 of t h i s  ordinance. 
, - 

(c)  When an an iqa l  under quarantine has been diagnosed 

a s  being rab id ,  o r  suspected by a  l icensed  v e t e r i n a r i a n  a s  being 

rab id ,  and d ies  whi le  under such observation,  t h e  Animal Warden o r  



. - . . . . 
- .  

Animal Control Authority s h a l l  immediately send t h e  head of 

such animal $0 t h e  appropriate Health Department f o r  pathological  

examination, and s h a l l  no t i fy  t h e  proper publ ic  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  of 

r e p o r t s  of human contacts ,  and t h e  diagnosis made of the  suspected 

animal. 

(d) When a  laboratory r e p o r t ,  e i t h e r  preliminary o r  f i n a l ,  

g ives  a  p o s i t i v e  diagnosis of r a b i e s ,  t h e  Health Off icer  f o r  

t h e  County of Nassau o r  the  Animal ~ o n t i o l  Authority . ma);! declare 

a c e r t a i n  a rea  q u a r a n t i n e d f ~  a  per iod of 30 days, and upon the  

invoking of such quarantine,  no animal s h a l l  be permitted t o  be 

a t  l a r g e  except on a  leash and accompanied by a  responsible person 

during such per iod  of quarantine. During such quarantine no animal 

may be taken o r  shipped from t h e  county without w r i t t e n  permission 

of t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal ~ o n t r o 1 ' ~ u t h o r i t ~ ;  During t h i s  

quarantinel per iod  and as  long a f t e rward .as  he decides i t . ' i s  nec- 

essary  t o  prevent t h e  spread of r a b i e s ,  t h e  l o c a l  county hea l th  

o f f i c e r  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  a l l  dogs, 3  months of age and o lder ,  s h a l l  

be vaccinated a g a i n s t  rab ies  with  a  canine rab ies  vaccine approved 

by - t h e  Biologics  con t ro l  Section of t h e  U. S. ~ e p a r t m e n t  of Agri- 
# 

c u l t u r e .  The types  of approved canine a n t i r a b i e s  vaccine t o  be 

used and the  recognized duration of i m m u n i t y  f o r  each s h a l l  be e s t a -  
5 

b l i shed  by t h e  l o c a l  hea l th  o f f i c e r . .  A l l  vaccinated dogs s h a l l  be 

r e s t r i c t e d  ( leash ing  o r  confinement on enclosed ~ r e m i s e s )  f o r  30 

days a f t e r  vaccinat ion.  During t h e  quarantine per iod;  the  loca l  



h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  be  empowered t o  provide f o r  a  program of mass 

imtiunization by t h e  es tab l i shment  of temporary emergency canine 

r a b i e s  vacc ina t ion  c l i n i c s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  . l oca t ed  throughout t h e  

a rea  of h e a l t h  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

No dog which h a s  been impounded by reason of i t s  owner, i s  

allowed t o  be  adop ted  by t h e  Animal S h e l t e r  dur ing,  t h e  peyiod of 

r a b i e s  emergency q u a r a n t i n e ,  except by s p e c i a l  au tho r i za t ion  of 

the  P u b l i c  Heal th  O f f i c i a l  and t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control 

Authori ty.  

(e)  During such pe r iod  of r a b i e s  quaran t ine  a s  h e r e i n  

mentioned, every animal b i t t e n  by an animal adjudged t o  be  rab id ,  

s h a l l  be  forthwit-h des t royed ,  o r  a t  t h e  owner's expense and option, 

s h a l l  be t r e a t e d  f o r  r a b i e s  i n f e c t i o n  by a l i censed  v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  o r  

held  under 30 days qua ran t ine  b y  t h e  owner i n  t h e  same manner as  

o the r  animals a r e  .quarantined.  . . 

( f )  In  t h e  event  t h e r e  ' a re  a d d i t i o n a l  pos2t ive  'cases of 

r a b i e s  o c c u r r k ~ g  d j r i n g  t e h  of t h e  qua ran t ine ,  . such p e r i o d , .  

of quaran t ine  may b e  extended f o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  two m0nth.s.- 

(g) No person s h a l l  k i l l ,  o r  cause t o  be  k i l l e d , -  any r ab id  

animal; any animal : 'suspected of having been exposed t o  r a b i e s ,  ,or 

any animal b i t i n g  a human, i n  an attempt t o  defea t .  t h e  purposes o f .  

t h i s  ordinance,  e x c e p t  as h e r e i n  p r o v i d e d , , n o r  removesame from t h e  

County wi thout  w r i t t e n  permission from t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal 

Control. 

(h) The c a r c a s s  of  any dead animal e'xposed t o  r a b i e s  s h a l l  
, I  . . 

upon demand be' , 'surieridefed t o  t h e  Animal warden, o r  Animal Control 

Authori ty.  

( i )  The Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Authori ty s h a l l  

d i r e c t  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of any animal found to b e  i n f e c t e d  wi th  rabies.  

(j) No person s h a l l  f a i l  o r  r e f u s e  t o  sur render  any 

animal f o r  qua ran t ine  'or  d e s t r u c t i o n  as 
-, . . r e q u i r e d  he re in  when demand 



is made thereof  by t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal c o n t r o l  Authori ty.  

Sect ion '  11, REPORTS OF BITE CASE: 

It s h a l l  be t h e  duty of every phys ic ian ,  o r  o the r  p r a c t i t i o n e r  

t o  r epo r t  t o  t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal conf ro1  Author i ty  t h e  names . 

and addresses of persons t r e a t e d  f o r  b i t e s  i n f l i c t e d  by animals,  

together  wi th  s u c h o t h e r  information a s  w i l l  b e  h e l p f u l  i n  r a b i e s  

control ,  

Sect ion 12. RESPONSIBILITIES OF VETERINARIANS : 

It s h a l l  be  t h e  duty o f  every l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n  t o  r e p o r t  

t o  t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control Au thor i ty  h i s  .diagnosis .of any 

animal observed by him a s  a r a b i e s  suspec.t. 

Sect ion 13. EXEMPTIONS 

(a) Hosp i t a l s ,  c l i n i c s ,  .and o t h e r  premises operated by 
. . 

l icansed v e t e r i n a r i a n s  f o r '  t h e  'care 'and t r ea tmen t  of animals a r e  
. - 

exempt from t h e  prov is ions  o f  t h i s  ordinance,  except  where 'such d u t i e s  
. . 

. . 
. a r e  express ly  s t a t e d ,  . . 

. . 

(b) The l i c e n s i n g  and vacc ina t ion  requirements of t h i s .  

ordinance s h a l l  n o t  be  longing t o  a nonres ident  of  

t h e  County and kep t  w i t h i n  t h e  County f o r  n o t  longer  than 30 days, 

provided a l l  such dogs s h a l l  a t  a l l  times wh i l e  i n  t h e  County be  kept  

wi thin  a bu i ld ing ,  enclosure  o r  veh ic l e ,  or  be- 'under r e s t r a i n t  by t h e  
- . . 

OF e r  . 
. . . . . . 

. . . . 

Sect ion 14. INVESTIGATION ' , . . . 

For t h e  purpose o f  d ischarging t h e  d u t i e s  imposed by t h i s  

I ordinance and t o  en fo rce  i t s  provis ions ,  any agent  of t h e  Animal 

I Wa~den o r  Animal Control  Author i ty  o r  any p o l i e  o f f i c e r ,  s h a l l  obta in  

l a cour t  o rder  o r  owner's permission be fo re  e n t e r i n g  upon any premises 

1 upon which a dog i s  kep t  o r  harbored and to demand t h e  exh ib i t i on  by 
. . .  . . .  . . 

the  owner of s u c h  , dog . of  t h e  l i c e n s e  f o r  such . . dog, _ .  . - -  - _ :-, . . . . 
. . 

. . . . 
. .. . - :_ - -  

. , . . .  - .  . . . . -  - .  .- . .. . . :- . . . . .. , . . . . .  
. . . . 

, : .. .. . 
. . - .  . . .  -. . .. . . -  ; - , . - ..' . . - _ -  . . --.. r __ . - _ ' . . .  _ .  - .-_: 

. * ... . . . . - .  . . . . . - . . . 
I .  



- - 
I n  communities where t h e r e  i s  no humane organiza t ion  t o  

enforce t h e  s t a t e  a n t i - c r u e l t y  laws, i t  i s  f u r t h e r  provided t h a t  

any agent  'of t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal c o n t r o l  Authori ty may 

e n t e r  t h e  premises where any animal i s  kept  i n  a r e p o r t e d l i  c r u e l  

o r  inhumane manner and demand t o  examine such animal and t o  take  

posSession of  such animal when, i n  h i s  opinion,  i t  r e q u i r e s  humane 

treatment.  

Sect ion 15. INTERFERENCE : - 
No person s h a l l  i n t e r f e r e  wi th ,  h inder  o r  molest any agent  

of t h e  Animal Control  Author i ty  i n  t h e  performance of any duty of 

such agent ,  o r  seek t o  r e l e a s e  any animal i n  t h e  custody of t h e  

Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  -Authority, o r  i t s  agents ,  except 

a s  h e r e i n  provided. . 
s e c t i o n '  16.. RECORDS : , 

I 

. . 
' (a) It s h a l l  be  t h e  duty :of t h e  ~ n i b l  Warden o r  Animal 

Control  Author i ty  t o  keep, o r  cause . t o  be  k e p t ,  accu ra t e  and de- ' 

t a i l e d  records of  t h e  l i c e n s i n g ,  impoundment and d i spos i t i on  of 

a l l  animals coming i n t o  i t s  custody. . . 

(b) It s h a l l  be  t h e  duty of t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal 

Control  A u t h o r i t y  t o  keep, o r  cause t o  be  k e p t ,  accu ra t e  and de- 

t a i l e d  records  o f  a l l '  b i t e  cases  repor ted t o  it ,  and i t s ,  i n v e s t i -  

ga t ion  of same. 
- 

(c)  It s h a l l  b e  t h e  duty of  t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal 

Control Author i ty  t o  keep, o r  cause t o  be k e p t ,  accu ra t e  and de- 

t a i l e d  records of  a l l  monies belonging t o  t h e  County of  Nassau, 

which records  s h a l l  b e  open t o  inspect ion a t  reasonable  times by . 

such persons r e s p b n s i b l e  f o r  similar records  of th& County of Nas- 
. . . . I . . : .  . - .  . . . . .  . . - - - .  . ,  . 

. t '  

- sau and sha l l ' - be  . . .  . _ . .  kud i t ed  . by t h e .  County of ~ a s . i a u -  . a ~ k u a l - l y .  . i n  t h e  
. - -  . . . . . .  . . .  . . . .  . . 

- * -  - . _ _  . - . . . . . . . .  . . ... ,. . :. 
; same manner 'as other county records are audited. , ; . - 



. - 
Sect ion 17. PENALTY: 

Any person v i o l a t i n g  any provis ion  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  

be  deemed g u i l t y  of  a misdemeanor of t h e  t h i r d  degree a s  provided 

by Chapter ,775.081, F l o r i d a  Sf a t u t e s ,  and upon .convict ion thereof 

s h a l l  be punished i n  accordance wi th  Chapter 775.082, F lo r ida  Sta-  

t u t e s ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  punishment f o r .  misdemeanors. I f  such v i o l a t i o n  

b e  continued, each day ' s  v i o l a t i o n  s h a l l  be  a s e p a r a t e  offense.  

.Section 18,  REPEALS : 
. . 

The ordinances  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  keeping, l i cens ing ,  r e s t r a i n -  
> 

i ng  and quaran t in ing  o f  dogs, pas sed  and approved, December 9, 1974, 

and any o the r s  a r e  hereby repealed.  A l l  o t h e r  o r d i n a n c e s ' i n  con- 

f l i c t  herewith a r e  r epea led  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of such c o n f l i c t .  
> 

Sect ion 19..  SEVERABILITY: , 
* .  

I f  any pa;t o f  t h i b -  ordinance s h a l l  b e  he ld  void  such p a r t  

s h a l l  be deemed s e v e r a b l e ,  and t h e  i n v a l i d i t y  thereof  s h a l l  not  
L 

. . 
. . 

. . .  . . .  

a f f e c t  t h e  remaining p a r t s  of t h i s  ordinance.. . .  . . . . . .  . . .  

PASSED AND APPROVED t h i s  13th day of May , 1976. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA 

ATTEST : 

7 -b*& -- 
D. 0. 'Oxley, Ex O B i c i o  Clerk 


